[NAME OF CANDIDATE]

Candidate for [NAME OF AREA] Mayor, [PARTY]

[CANDIDATE’S ADDRESS]

By letter / By email
[DATE]

Dear [NAME],
I am writing to ask what you would do, if elected, to end violence against women and girls in [NAME OF AREA]?

You will already be aware that [NAME OF AREA] has high rates of violence against women and girls. There are almost half a million sexual assaults, including 85,000 rapes, in England and Wales every year. There are more than a million calls to the police related to domestic violence. More hidden crimes including child sexual exploitation, forced marriage, FGM, trafficking and abuse of women in prostitution are known to happen in every police force area. It is essential that those elected in NAME OF AREA are knowledgeable about and take action to end and prevent these forms of abuse.
If elected, will you:

· Publish a local strategy for how you will hold to account and work with local services, including the police, health and housing to tackle violence against women and girls in all its forms?

· Work with budget holders to ensure there are adequate local specialist support services – including refuges, helplines, counselling for survivors of abuse, and specialist support for black and ethnic minority women? And ensure local housing policy and practice is responsive to the needs of women and children fleeing abuse?

· Work to bring the health service on board? GPs, hospitals and mental health trusts are frequently the first line responders to women who are experiencing violence.
· Push for safe public transport for all women and girls in LOCAL PLACE? Research shows that women commonly make different decisions from men about when and where it is safe for them to travel.
· Demonstrate open and clear political leadership on ending violence against women and girls? This matter needs everyone in public life to play a vocal part in naming abuse, prioritizing solutions and changing attitudes.
I will share any answer I receive from you with family and friends and possibly on social media. I may also send it to the End Violence Against Women Coalition for publication on their website.

Many thanks for your attention to these important questions.
Yours sincerely,
NAME
ADDRESS 

