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Local elections, 4 May 2017:

Putting Violence Against Women and Girls on candidates’ agendas
ACTIVIST GUIDE – includes candidates’ contact details and what to say
What is this guide for?
On 4 May 2017 many places in the UK will have local or regional elections. It is important that all candidates know that violence against women and girls is a problem in their area. In the run up to elections candidates will be in listening mode. This is your chance to let them know you expect to see action! This guide gives you some background information, links, advice on locating candidates and what to say to them, and suggested actions to take in the run up to election day. 
You can help to generate much-needed commitments to help end violence against women and girls and then hold leaders to account for any promises they make.
Are there elections where I live?

The main elections on 4 May are: elections for six new ‘metro mayors’ in places in England that have not had them before (see next question below); county council elections and other local elections in England; and local councils in Scotland and Wales. There is a full list of all of these elections here: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_local_elections,_2017
What are the new ‘Metro Mayors’ and where will they be elected? What powers will they have?

Six areas in England are for the first time ever electing new ‘metro mayors’. They are: Cambridgeshire and Peterborough; Greater Manchester; Liverpool City Region; Tees Valley; West of England and West Midlands. They are a little bit like the London Mayor, in that they have power that stretches over multiple local councils and set up to make high level long-term planning decisions on things like transport and economic development. Each of their powers is a little bit different though.

All the Mayors will have powers over housing, planning, economic growth (including controlling significant investment funds), adult skills and transport. Most importantly they hope to become the political figurehead and spokesperson for their areas, with legitimacy to speak for the people. Some will have additional powers on top of this. The Liverpool Mayor and the Peterborough and Cambs Mayor will have some powers over health and social care integration.  The Manchester Mayor will have the most power of all the new Mayors - he/she will have control of a £6bn health and social care budget and will also be the head of the police (the Police and Crime Commissioner or ‘PCC’) for the area, in charge of significant police budgets.

Other mayors may eventually become the Police and Crime Commissioners for their areas too – though there is no fixed timetable for this. There is a good summary of the various Mayors’ powers here:
http://www.centreforcities.org/publication/everything-need-know-metro-mayors/
I don’t live in a metro-mayor area. What powers will my normal councillor have?

Many other areas in England, Wales and Scotland have council elections. Councils have control over significant budgets for social care, housing, safeguarding vulnerable children and adults, and other areas relevant for people working on violence against women. They are also expected to work closely with local NHS and feed into NHS decision making. They are expected to work with local partners to apply for and receive money from the government’s Violence Against Women Transformation Fund. Again – find out if your local council has an election on 4 May here:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_local_elections,_2017 
Actions: What can I do to press candidates to take a stance on violence against women?

· Send an email to the candidates asking them to take a stance. There is a template letter you may wish to use on the EVAW Coalition website alongside this Guide. You can adapt it to reflect your interests and knowledge of your area. There are different letters depending if you’ve got a Mayoral election or a Council election. Information on locating your candidates is below.
· Send your local candidates tweets. There are some suggested tweets at the bottom of this guide. You may wish to use the hashtag #vote2endVAWG. Information on locating your candidates on Twitter and Facebook is below.
· Encourage friends and local activists to do the same!
What should I ask candidates for election?

It’s up to you! There are some suggested ‘asks’ in the template letter alongside this Guide, but you may wish to change or add to them. Broadly we want all candidates to promise to use their powers to help end violence against women and girls – but the more specific we can be in our requests, the better.
The template letter has a simple paragraph about the numbers of known domestic violence incidents and sexual assaults in England and Wales each year.

***FOR SCOTLAND you can substitute that paragraph with:

In 2015-16 there were 58,104 incidents of domestic abuse recorded by the police in Scotland, and sexual crimes were recorded at 10,273 around the same period.

Sources: http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/TrendDomesticAbuse and http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00506122.pdf
Alongside this Guide and the template letter on the EVAW website there is also a VAWG Factsheet which lists more detailed data about the levels of different forms of violence against women and girls in the metro mayor election areas. And there are links for how to get hold of hold of similar data for all the council elections. You do not have to do this by any means but some people like to do so. This kind of information can be useful for tweets and other social media messages as well as emails/letters.
What should I do with any reply I get?

Keep any replies you get and after the elections hold successful candidates to account for their promises – eg when the council or mayor is setting their budget soon (or developing a policy in a related area like policing or safeguarding or relationships education in schools), email or write to them and remind them what they said during this election. You may also wish to thank the candidates for their response.

In the run up to the elections on 4 May, whilst candidates are still campaigning, it would be great to share any major points (things you are happy or disappointed about) on social media. This can encourage other candidates to take a stance on VAWG. You may wish to tell one candidate that another has made a certain commitment to encourage healthy competition! Most candidates have facebook pages and twitter accounts (more below).

If you copy any response you get to us, we can also help share it – for example on our Twitter and on our website. Send to us at: admin@evaw.org.uk putting Local Elections in the subject box, or connect with us on Twitter @EVAWuk – we will be busily tweeting about these elections all through April and early May.
Suggested tweets:

If elected @[address of candidate] will you commit to supporting local support services for women and girls affected by violence? #vote2endVAWG

If elected @[address of candidate] will you take a stance on violence against women & work with local partners to end it? #vote2endVAWG

If elected @[address of candidate] will you step up local action to tackle sexual and domestic violence? #vote2endVAWG

If elected @[address of candidate] what will you do to end the sexual exploitation of children? #vote2endVAWG

CANDIDATES’ CONTACT DETAILS: How do I locate my local candidates and where do I send my letter / email?
LOCAL COUNCILS:

Council elections: You can search by postcode here to find out whether there are elections where you live and what kind of election:

Local elections in England:

https://www.yourvotematters.co.uk/elections-in-2017/local-elections-in-england
Local elections in Wales:

https://www.yourvotematters.co.uk/elections-in-2017/local-elections-in-wales
Scottish council elections:

https://www.yourvotematters.co.uk/elections-in-2017/scottish-council-elections
Local council will publish lists of candidates on their websites from around 5 April 2017, and the web links above also promise to take you to those sites when you put your postcode in. You should also be able to find information about these elections directly on your local council’s websirte, usually in the ‘elections’ or ‘council and democracy’ section. Once you have the candidates’ names, it then may take a bit of online detective work to find email and twitter addresses for them.  A search for the persons “name, political party and contact” is usually a good start.
You will find that some places have quite a few candidates and others less so. You could target all of them or just those most likely to win (use last election results and local press and even ‘political betting’ to estimate this).

And – be ready with the ‘asks’ in the template letter if any candidates come knocking on your door before 4 May!
METRO MAYORS:

Here below are campaign websites/emails/twitters/facebook for some of the candidates in the six ‘metro mayor’ election areas. We provide a Wikipedia link for names of all candidates known to be standing at time of writing, and we have pasted here below contacts for some candidates on the basis of their likelihood to win – as judged independently by bookmakers – and which were easy to find at time of writing. You may wish to internet search for and contact the other candidates named in the Wikipedia links.
West Midlands:

All the candidates are listed here:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Midlands_mayoral_election,_2017
Beverley Nielsen (Lib Dems)

http://www.beverleynielsen.co.uk/
beverley@beverleynielsen.co.uk
http://www.beverleynielsen.co.uk/contact
https://twitter.com/BeverleyNielsen
Sion Simon (Labour): http://www.sion-simon.com/
@sionsimon

https://www.facebook.com/SionSimonWestMidlands
email: sionsimon@sion-simon.org.uk
Andy Street (Conservative)

https://andy4wm.co.uk/
@andy4wm

https://www.facebook.com/andy4wm/
andy@andy4wm.co.uk
Greater Manchester:

All the candidates are listed here:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Manchester_mayoral_election,_2017 

Sean Anstee (Conservative)
@seananstee

http://www.seananstee.com/
https://www.facebook.com/seanformayor/
hello@seananstee.com
Jane Brophy (Lib Dem)
www.janebrophy.com 

https://www.facebook.com/JaneBrophy4GMmayor/
@janebrophyld

stepforward@janebrophy.com
Andy Burnham (Labour)

@andyburnhammp

http://www.burnhamformayor.co.uk/
info@burnhamformayor.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/burnhamformayor/?fref=ts
Liverpool City Region:

All the candidates are listed here:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liverpool_City_Region_mayoral_election,_2017
Carl Cashman (Lib Dems)

http://www.carlcashman.org.uk/
carl@carlcashman.org.uk
https://twitter.com/CarlCashman
https://www.facebook.com/CarlCashmanforMayor/
Steve Rotheram (Labour)

@Steve4LCRmayor
http://www.steverotheram.com/
Telephone 0151 708 5355.

Email info@steverotheram.com
Press alex@steverotheram.com

Tees Valley:

All the candidates are listed here:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tees_Valley_mayoral_election,_2017
Ben Houchen (Conservative)

https://twitter.com/BenHouchen
Sue Jeffrey (Labour)

@sue4teesvalley

http://www.sue4teesvalley.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/sue4teesvalley/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf
sue4teesvalley@gmail.com
West of England:

All the candidates are listed here:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_of_England_mayoral_election,_2017
Tim Bowles (Conservative)

http://www.timbowles.org.uk/
tim@timbowles.org.uk
@bowles4mayor

Lesley Mansell (Labour)

@mansellformayor

http://www.mansell4mayor.org/ 
mansell4metromayor@gmail.com 
Facebook: http://facebook.com/MansellForMayor/ 

Stephen Williams (Lib Dems)

http://www.stephenwilliams.org.uk/
stephen@stephenwilliams.org.uk
https://twitter.com/swilliamsmp 

https://www.facebook.com/StephenWilliamsPolitician/
Peterborough and Cambridgeshire:

All the candidates are listed here:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridgeshire_and_Peterborough_mayoral_election,_2017
James Palmer (Conservative)

@CllrJamesPalmer

http://www.jamespalmer4mayor.co.uk/
james@jamespalmer4mayor.co.uk 

Rod Cantrill (Lib Dem)

http://www.rod.org.uk/
@rodformayor

https://www.facebook.com/RodCantrillLD
rod@rod.org.uk
SEE ALSO:

· Template Letter to Council/Mayoral candidates
· VAWG Factsheet for May 2017 elections

…both available on EVAW website here.
ENDS

