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Local elections, 4 May 2017:

Putting Violence Against Women and Girls on candidates’ agendas
VAWG FACTSHEET
What is this factsheet for?
Candidates may not know how big a problem Violence Against Women and Girls is in your area. It’s useful to draw on official data to show how important it is that they take action. 

Below we set out more detailed information on levels of violence against women and girls in the metro mayor election areas, which you can cut and paste into any emails/letters. You can also use individual ‘bullets’ for tweeting or sending other social media messages to candidates. There is also some general advice on how to look up local crime data in the other election areas.
In the template letter to candidates there is already a simple paragraph about the numbers of known domestic violence incidents and sexual assaults in England and Wales each year.

FOR SCOTLAND you can substitute that paragraph with:

In 2015-16 there were 58,104 incidents of domestic abuse recorded by the police in Scotland, and sexual crimes were recorded at 10,273 around the same period.

Sources: http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/TrendDomesticAbuse and http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00506122.pdf
How can we use local VAWG data?

If you want to use more precise local data about levels of violence against women and girls it can be very useful for your tweets, in your letters to candidates and in any media interviews!
Where can I find more data for my area?

EVAW has collated some data for each of the Metro-mayor areas below. We have mostly used the following sources. You can use these to find information about all the other local council areas holding elections:

· For England and Wales use: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/domesticabuseinenglandandwalesdatatool. This draws on the Crime Survey AND the official police records force by force. Its gives data on domestic abuse and domestic homicides.
· For Scotland use: http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice
· https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/publications/rape-monitoring-group-digests-and-data-2015-16/ provides data on rape from the police, Crown Prosecution Service and the Ministry of Justice. 

· The national police website also has very localized information about ‘violent and sexual offences’ in its crime map which is searchable by name and postcode area: https://www.police.uk/ 
Data for the Metro Mayor election areas
Greater Manchester

· Police in Greater Manchester recorded nearly 2000 incidents of rape in 2015/16 – over five a day. More than a third of these were rapes of children.

· March 2016 Crime Survey statistics show 8.4% of women in Greater Manchester reported having experienced at least one incidence of domestic abuse in the last year. 

· There were 18,714 reports to GMP of domestic abuse in 2015/16 – 51 a day.

· In the 2 years to March 2015 there were 27 domestic homicides of women in Greater Manchester police area. 

· Greater Manchester Police recorded 412 incidents of FGM, ‘honour’ based violence and forced marriage in 2015. (These crimes are likely to be significantly under-reported).

West Midlands

· Police in West Midlands recorded nearly 1500 incidents of rape in 2015/16 – over four a day. More than a third of these were rapes of children.

· In 2015 West Midlands Police responded to 49,047 domestic violence incidents, up from 41,886 the year before.

· March 2016 Crime Survey statistics show 9.6% of women in West Midlands reported having experienced at least one incidence of domestic abuse in the last year. 

· There remains a big gap between the number of incidents women experience and the number that are reported to the police. 104,200 adults reported to the Crime Survey that they had been victims of domestic abuse in the last year (March 2016), yet only 52,042 incidences were recorded by police in that period.
· In the 2 years to March 2015 there were 42 domestic homicides of women in the West Midlands (CPS area).

· 126 incidents of FGM were reported to and recorded by police in 2015 in West Midlands

· Incidences of ‘Honour’ Based Violence are also some of the highest in the country with 283 incidents and crimes reported in 2015.

Liverpool Region
· Police in Merseyside recorded nearly 750 incidents of rape in 2015/16 – over two a day. More than a third of these were rapes of children.

· March 2016 Crime Survey statistics show 9.7% of women in Merseyside reported having experienced at least one incidence of domestic abuse in the last year. 

· In the 2 years to March 2015 there were 11 domestic homicides of women in the Merseyside police area.

· There were 7 incidents of FGM reported to Merseyside police in 2015, however in none of these cases were charges pressed.

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough

· Police in Cambridgeshire recorded nearly 500 incidents of rape in 2015/16. Around a third of these were rapes of children.

· March 2016 Crime Survey statistics show 6.5% of women in Cambridgeshire reported having experienced at least one incidence of domestic abuse in the last year. 

· There remains a big gap between the number of incidents women experience and the number that are reported to the police. 26,000 adults reported to the Crime Survey that they had been victims of domestic abuse in the last year (March 2016), yet only 12,680 incidences were recorded by police in that period.

West of England

· Police in Avon and Somerset recorded over 1100 incidents of rape in 2015/16 – over three a day. Around a quarter of these were rapes of children.

· March 2016 Crime Survey statistics show 7.4% of women in Avon and Somerset reported having experienced at least one incidence of domestic abuse in the last year. 

· There remains a big gap between the number of incidents women experience and the number that are reported to the police. 66,100 people in Avon and Somerset reported to the Crime Survey that they had been victims of domestic abuse in the last year (March 2016), yet only 24,974 incidences were recorded by police in that period.

· In the 2 years to March 2015 there were 9 domestic homicides of women in the Avon and Somerset police area.

· We know that FGM is an issue in the area – in 2015 44 cases of FGM were reported to Avon and Somerset.

Teeside

· Police in Cleveland recorded over almost 450 incidents of rape in 2015/16 –more than one a day. Around a third of these were rapes of children.

· Cleveland has the second highest rate of reported domestic abuse in the Crime Survey in England and Wales.  

· March 2016 Crime Survey statistics show 10.9% of women in Cleveland reported having experienced at least one incidence of domestic abuse in the last year. 

· There remains a big gap between the number of incidents women experience and the number that are reported to the police.  22,800 people in Cleveland reported to the Crime Survey that they had been victims of domestic abuse in the last year (March 2016), yet only 15,182 incidences were recorded by police in that period. 

· There were 17 cases of ‘honour’ based violence reported to the police in Cleveland in 2015. None of these resulted in criminal charges being pressed.
SEE ALSO:

· Template Letter to Council/Mayoral candidates

· Activist Guide to May 2017 elections

…both available on EVAW website here.
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